
Newsletter  

Inside this issue 

Message from the Presidents ...... 1 

2018 Board Members.................. 2 

Neighborhood Watch .................. 2 

Welcome New Neighbors ............ 2 

Altadena Landmarking Status...... 3 

Culture Club 101 ……………………….4 

St. Elizabeth School…………………...5 

Filming in the Neighborhood ....... 6 

Communication………………………...6 

Need Neighbors to Volunteer ..... 6 

Cub Scout Pack 4……………………….7 

North Lake Specific Plan  …………..7 

July 4th ……………………………………..8 

General Meeting………………………..8 

Upcoming Events 

• Wine Social June 15th at ’The 
Triangle’, intersection of Ches-
ter and Howard at 6:30 pm  

• General Meeting—June 19th, 
2018, Santa Catalina Library 
6:30 pm 

• NLSP Meeting—June 21st, 
2018, Lake Ave. Church, 6 pm 

• July 4th Celebration—
Neighborhood Potluck and 
Parade  11 am 

MESSAGE FROM THE HHNA PRESIDENTS 
 
 
Greeting friends and neighbors in Historic Highlands.  Another year of events 
and activities is taking shape for your Neighborhood Association.  We are a 
group of volunteers who have come together to promote all the special qualities 
which make the Highlands such a wonderful place to live.  We have several com-
mittees who concentrate on various aspects of neighborhood interest, such as 
welcoming new families, giving financial support to our local schools, creating 
events and activities, encouraging historic preservation, and organizing Neigh-
borhood Watch and emergency preparedness. 
 
In the past we have mounted several successful Home Tours, block party extrav-
aganzas like the 4th of July, created our Historic Landmark District in the Pasa-
dena portion of the Highlands, and restored the Triangle pocket park at the in-
tersection of Howard Street and Chester Avenue.  We also have a Film Liaison, 
to smooth the filming process here for both production companies and resi-
dents. Donations from production companies are a major source of income for 
all our varied activities. 
 
We maintain a website, www.historichighlands.org, which has a wealth of infor-
mation about the history of the neighborhood, contact information, and events 
past and future,  You can follow our Facebook page, Historic Highlands Neigh-
borhood Association, and stay up to date with all the news on NextDoor, the 
neighborhood blog.   
 
As with any organization like ours, it’s all about the volunteers.  There are so 
many opportunities to participate and become involved.  As spring slips into 
summer, we are about to hold our next General Meeting at the Santa Catalina 
Library in the coming weeks.  Please attend, hear our speaker of the evening, 
voice your concerns and let us know how we can make your neighborhood an 
even better place to be.  
 
Before you know it, July 4th will be here!  You know what a great event that is.  
This year, volunteer for some part of the fun.  It’s so rewarding. 
 
Your Co-Presidents Jama Meyer and Clint Palmer look forward to serving your 
interest in 2018. 
 

May 2018 
 

http://www.historichighlands.org


Neighborhood Watch 

 
Our Neighborhood Watch 

Committee, led by Adriana 

Tiner, enlists the active partici-

pation of residents, in coopera-

tion with law enforcement, to 

reduce crime in Historic High-

lands.  The Neighborhood 

Watch Committee consists of a 

group of volunteer Block cap-

tains who are working toward 

the goal of building a safer, 

crime-free neighborhood.  

Block Captains 

share crime prevention tips 

with neighbors, and identify 

potential problems in their 

neighborhoods to local law 

enforcement.   

We are in need of Block Cap-

tains for Mar Vista, Catalina, 

Michigan, Holliston, Rio 

Grande, Howard, Elizabeth and 

Topeka.  Please contact Adria-

na Tiner if you are interested. 

In volunteering to be a Block 

Captain.  You can private mes-

sage   Adriana through 

Nextdoor. 

 

Meet Your 2018 Board Members 

Welcome New Neighbors 
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Jama Meyer 

 

Co-President 

Communication 

Jeffrey Thurnher Film Liaison 

Clint Palmer Co-President 

Triangle 

Donna Burdick Welcoming Committee 

 

Open Vice President Marc Reusser Historic Preservation 

Kathleen Wood Treasurer Robert Bullock 

David Anderson 

Altadena 

Landmarking 

Sheila Spiro Secretary Adriana Tiner Neighborhood Watch 

Moving into a new neighborhood can be 

daunting, but hopefully the Historic Highlands 

Welcoming Committee has been making that 

transition a little easier.  If you are a new 

neighbor you might have noticed a gift basket 

left on your doorstep with information on 

how to join our private neighborhood social 

network, historichighlands.nextdoor.com.  

This website allows you to be able to view upcoming neighborhood 

social events, meet your neighbors, get recommendations, and al-

so find out ways to get involved in the community.  A good way to 

get involved is to volunteer for our many social events like our 4th 

of July Celebration, or maybe use your gardening skills to help 

spruce up the Triangle.   

 

The Welcome Committee has tried to reach out to all of our new 

neighbors but if you know of anyone who we might have missed 

please let me know at donna@robotics.caltech.edu 

 

Welcome, and see you around the neighborhood!    

 

Donna Burdick                  

mailto:donna@robotics.caltech.edu


HHNA Altadena/ LA County section Landmark District Status Update 

The Historic Highlands Neighborhood is blessed with a rich and eclectic variety of architectural heritage.  A few 
of the architectural styles found in homes in the neighborhood  can be seen below with photos comparing the 
original and today.    There are a number of homes throughout the neighborhood built by well known archi-
tects, such as Greene and Greene, Sylvanus B. Marston, D. M. Renton, Cyril Bennett, Henry L. Wilson, James H. 
Gaut and Helen Lucten Gaut. 
 
Robert Bullock and David Anderson are leading a committee to educate the Altadena neighbors of Historic 
Highlands on what Landmarking District designation would mean for their portion of the neighborhood.  The 
ultimate goal is to obtain Landmark District status, which would unify the Historic Highlands as a complete 
Landmark District.   
 
The Landmark committee continues to inform and obtain homeowners consent signatures within the Altadena 
portion of Historic Highlands. The final step in rolling out the information and benefits of obtaining landmark 
status is under way.  Volunteers are needed to host informational meetings presented by the Landmarking 
Committee.  Areas of Avocado Terrace, Lexington Heights and Atchison/Mar Vista are in focus for host 
meetings.  Let's get the word out and protect our historical neighborhood. Contact  Historic Highlands Altadena 
Landmark Committee : Robert Bullock/David Anderson  626.398.1044  or chat.emily_1091@yahoo.com  
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Walking into Culture Club 101, my eyes were 
greeted by a wonderful array of books stacked 
neatly on their displays. To the right was a 
fridge full of organic meats, drinks, soups and 
other interesting items. To the left and back of 
the store, I saw rows of dried goods, including 
nuts, teas, and healthy supplements. One thing 
in particular that caught my eye was their 
amazing fermentation room, where they make 
their kombucha, sauerkrauts, and water kief-
ers.   
 
As I walked in to meet the owner, I was met 
with enthusiasm and passion for healthy nutri-
tion. The business owner, Elaina Luther, gave 
me a sample of her Kombucha as I sat down to 
interview her. Elaina has a background as a holis-
tic health practitioner, doula, and massage ther-
apist. She has always been interested in natural health. It all began back in August 2009 when Elaina started 

teaching classes about the benefits of healing foods. Elaina still teaches 
these valuable lessons today.  She explained to me that Culture Club 101 is 
an independent cafe, education center, and grocery store that specializes 
in fermentation. This ancient tradition has disappeared since moderniza-
tion brought about more convenient ways of storing food.  They also carry 
cold brew coffees, nourishing bone-broths, and more. Culture Club 101 
also teaches classes and workshops about making your own fermented 
drinks and healthy foods.  
 
Elaina Luther created Culture Club 101 to create a place of learning and 
education for those who seek a healthier lifestyle. Culture Club 101 teaches 
people about foods that provide health benefits and prevent diseases. 
They have received attention throughout the greater Los Angeles area and 
a visit from songwriter, singer, and actress Mandy Moore. A good reason to 

visit this store is their award-winning rotisserie chicken. Culture Club 101 is located at 1392 E. Washington 
Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91104, so stop on by for a healthy glass of Kombucha and explore their cafe menu, clas-
ses, and health supplement products they have to offer. You can also find them online at  http://
cultureclub101.com/ 

June’s Full Moon’s name is the Full Strawberry Moon.  June’s 

Full Strawberry Moon got its name because the Algonquin tribes 

knew it as a signal to gather ripening fruit.  

Come join us for a neighborhood wine social June 15th, Friday at 

6:30 pm at “The Triangle”, intersection of Chester and Howard.  

Bring a bottle of wine or other favorite beverage, along with an 

appetizer to share with your neighbors.  This is a great way to 

catch up on neighborhood news, meet new neighbors, and enjoy 

the full moon.  Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to attend.  

Culture Club 101 

Neighborhood Wine Social—June 15th 

Bella Tiner interviewing Culture Club 101 owner Elaina Luther. 

Neighborhood Roving Reporter  

Bella Tiner, age 15, Elizabeth St 

NEIGHBORHOOD WINE SOCIAL  

June 15th    6:30pm 
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What Does a Neighbor-
hood Association Do? 

A neighborhood association 

is an organization that is 

comprised of members of the 

community with at least one 

elected officer, joined togeth-

er for the purpose of prob-

lem solving and the better-

ment of the neighborhood . 

A neighborhood organization 

establishes a unified voice. 

While one person can take a 

complaint to City Hall/

County, the voice of a whole 

neighborhood can accom-

plish more.  Its efforts not 

only work to get needed city 

services like street lights, 

traffic control and graffiti 

removal, but also to help City 

Hall/County better under-

stand and represent that 

neighborhood's unique 

needs.   

A neighborhood organization 

also allows residents to work 

together to prevent burgla-

ries, vandalism, drug dealing 

and other crimes that threat-

en the stability of their neigh-

borhood. And, a neighbor-

hood organization can work 

to improve the image of a 

neighborhood, thereby in-

creasing property values.  

Through The Years  St. Elizabeth Parrish School 

Amidst our neighborhood, for time immemorial — well, since 1919,  sits 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Catholic School and Church.  We have all seen 
children of the Historic Highlands trudging up and down Catalina and 
Mar Vista, across Woodbury, Topeka and Elizabeth streets in their green 
and plaid uniforms.  Their uniforms have been green plaid for forty 
years.  Before that, the uniforms were navy blue and plaid.  And for a 
hundred years, their shirts have been button down and white, and more 
recently adding a green polo shirt.  I know this because I was one of 
those children trudging along in a navy blue uniform back in the 60’s, but 
for me, I walked up Lake, across Calaveras and up Santa Rosa street to 
home.  St. Elizabeth’s is the quintessential neighborhood school.  

 
Currently, there are two hundred 
and eighty children attending St. 
Elizabeth’s and almost all of them 
live within three miles of school.  
About sixty children from Historic 
Highlands attend this long-standing 
Catholic school.  Tuition is under six 
thousand a year, a considerable 
bargain in the private school mar-

ket.  The St. E’s kids who go on to public high school have distinguished 
themselves as top performers.  Their academic decathlon team routinely 
places among the top ten for the Archdiocese.  All the sports teams are 
parent coached.  All the theatre, Bye Bye Birdie, this year and Fiddler On 
The Roof, last year, are directed by the kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Jor-
dan, who has taught there for forty plus years. 
 
The school was founded by Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus,  who came 
to Altadena in those early days.  They were the nuns who wore a full 
black habit.  Their head dress was a starched white thing that covered 
their foreheads and came straight out from their faces like blinders.  The 
school was fully staffed and taught by them until the late 60’s, when the 
ranks of women in the religious life began to shrink and so, increasingly,  
more and more lay men and women took over teaching and administer-
ing.  And today, though administered by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
no nuns are teaching there.  
 
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic church, across the street, is fascinating because it 
is the only church designed by architect Wallace Neff.  Wallace Neff grew 
up in Altadena and went on to become the premier Spanish style archi-
tect for California, building such beautiful buildings as the Ojai Valley Inn, 
and many of the California style Spanish homes in Beverly Hills and Pasa-
dena.  We are lucky, here in the Highlands, to have an elementary school 
at either end, Longfellow to the south, St. Elizabeth to the north, as well 
as a public library dedicated to children.  A perfect configuration for a 
family neighborhood. 
 

Mary Lea Carroll—Topeka St. 5 

 



…. and ACTION! Filming in the Historic Highlands  

Beautiful homes, 
tree lined 
streets, any-
where USA! 
That’s the His-
toric Highlands 

and some of the reasons why we are 
one of the industry’s favorite filming 
destinations here in Southern California.  
 
As “Film Liaison” for the Historic High-
lands Neighborhood Association I act as 
your point person for questions pertain-
ing to anything regarding filming within 
our boundaries which are Washington 
Blvd. to New York Drive and Lake to Hill 
Avenues.  
 
As a liaison I work closely with the Pasa-
dena Film Office and Film LA for the 
Altadena section of the Highlands. 
Please feel free to contact me anytime 

with your questions, concerns or any 
information regarding filming in our 
neighborhood. For most productions I 
have direct contact with the location 
managers before, during and after their 
shoots. Communication is key! 
 
For those who may not be aware, the 
HHNA asks our filming community to 
make donations to the Association 
which we use for charitable causes like 
supporting our local schools and library 
as well as funding our “Home Tour”, 
“July 4th Parade & Picnic” and various 
other events planned throughout the 
year.  These donations made by the 
filming community to our neighborhood 
are the primary source of revenue for 
the Association. 
 
Jeffrey Thurnher 
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We Need More Neighbors to Volunteer! 

The strength of our beautiful neighborhood can be measured in how well we 

know one another, and how well we work & live alongside one another.  We have  

a number of Committees within the HHNA framework working to make this a 

better neighborhood for everyone.  We cannot do this without volunteers.   

Whether it is helping to coordinate a social event, emergency preparedness, 

crime prevention, welcoming new neighbors, or historical preservation; YOU are 

needed.   Please contact Jama Meyer jamameyer2003@yahoo.com, or Clint  

Palmer clintpalmer@earthlink.com, if you are interested in getting involved.   

There are a number of ways we attempt to com-

municate with the neighborhood.:  Website, 

Nextdoor, Facebook, Newsletters, General Meetings, 

E-mail blast, postcards and flyers delivered to your 

How the Neighborhood Association            
Communicates with Neighbors 

HHNA Website www.historichighlands.org 

Nextdoor Historichighlands.nextdoor.com 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HistoricHighlands/ 

COYOTE BASICS 

Coyotes are very well adapted to 
living in cities. Coyotes may be active 
at any time of day. Their diet consists 
of rabbits and rodents, carrion, birds 
and deer, supplemented with berries 
and other plant materials. If allowed, 
they will also prey on domestic pets 
such as cats. 

Coyotes venture out in search of food 
and shelter. By removing any poten-
tial food sources from your home, 
you can prevent repeat coyote visits. 
Securing your own home is a good 
first step, but coexisting coyotes is 
truly a group effort, so be sure to 
share these tips with your neighbors. 

COYOTES AND FOOD 

Since coyotes tend to fear people, 
they are unlikely to approach or harm 
us. However, intentional or uninten-
tional feeding can make them more 
comfortable around humans, leading 
to bolder behavior. As such, it is 
crucial to remove any potential 
source of food from coyotes. 

- Keep your cats inside and supervise 
small dogs outdoors.   

- Remove any outdoor pet food. 

- Remove any bird feeders you have 
set out. 

- Pick up fruit as soon as it falls to the 
ground. 

- Keep barbecue grills clean. 

- Eliminate access to water on your 
property, like standing water or bird 
baths. 

 

SECURE YOUR HOME 

In addition to seeking out food, coy-
otes will tend to linger anywhere 
they can find shelter. Secure your 
home so that coyotes will not find it 
hospitable. 

- Wildlife proof garbage in sturdy 
containers with tight fitting lids. 

- Keep trash in a secure location and 
only take out trash the morning pick 
up is scheduled. 

- Keep compost in secure containers. 

- Secure your garage and don’t leave 
the door open unless necessary. 

- Cover your garden with chicken 
wire. 

- Trim overgrown landscaping and 
clear brush. 

- Close off crawl spaces under decks 
and around buildings. 

- Invest in motion detecting lights 

that make sound when activated, 

motion sensing water sprayers, or 

roll bar fencing. 



The specific plan update process, Our Pasadena—Putting the Plan in Motion, has been launched and 

meetings have been set for each of the eight different specific plan areas.  The specific plan which 

affects our area is the North Lake Specific Plan (NLSP).   The NLSP covers Lake Avenue, north of the 

210 freeway to Elizabeth Street, and also includes the commercial areas on Washington Boulevard 

on either side of Lake Avenue.  It affects neighbors in Historic Highlands and Bungalow Heaven. 

The NLSP community meeting date is June 21, 2018, at Lake Avenue Church, 393 N. Lake Avenue.  

The NLSP can be found on the City of Pasadena’s website.  

Community Meeting to Discuss the North Lake Specific Plan  

Cub Scout Pack 4:  Friends and Fun in Historic Highlands 

Many neighbors might know that Boy 
Scout Troop 4, based out of Westminster 
Church and founded in 1913, is one of 
the oldest troops in the country, but not 
so many people know the feeder Cub 
Scout Pack also has deep roots in the 
Historic Highlands neighborhood. Pack 4 
has been serving boys ages 7-10 years 
old for over 78 years; this year marks 
another historic milestone. Not only will 
the Scouts expand to serve children in 
Kindergarten, but as part of a nationwide 
effort to better serve active families, 
Pack 4 will welcome girls to become full 
members of the pack.  On a national level, Scouts BSA is the new name for Boy Scouts of America.  
 
Pack 4 is an active group that balances civic engagement, community service, outdoor adventures, 
and forming new friendships, with an emphasis on achievement of merit badges. In the past year, 
Pack 4 has camped in San Diego, Joshua Tree, and Catalina Island, served meals to the homeless, at-
tended sporting events (go Dodgers!), perfected Pinewood Derby cars, and embarked on many hikes 
in our beautiful foothills. Our young Cubs enjoy the timeless traditions of Scouting like campfires, 
skits, and learning respect for themselves, their community, and their environment. 
 
Pack 4 is a welcoming and inclusive community. Cubs come from local public and private schools, 
and even as far as Los Angeles. If you or your children are interested in Scouting you can learn more 
by attending an upcoming event or emailing  contact@pack4.net 
 
• Pack Graduation – Friday Jun 1, 2018, 5:30 pm Bailey Canyon Park, Sierra Madre (games, camp-

fire, flag retiring ceremony) 
• Things that Fly Summer Social – Sunday July 15, 2018, 3pm at Upper Farnsworth Park 
 
Scout me in! 
 
Bridgid Fennell—Elizabeth St. 
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Historic Highlands  
Neighborhood  

 
4th of July Parade  

& Potluck 

Wednesday July 4th 

 
11:00 am parade judging  
     11:30 parade step off 

12:00 potluck picnic    
   1:30 fun & games 

 

Volunteers Needed!!!!!  Contact Jama Meyer   info@historichighlands.org 

Historic Highlands  
Neighborhood Association 

General Meeting 
 

Tuesday June 19th 
6:30 pm 

Santa Catalina Library 

Everyone is welcome.  Come and hear updates on various activities in the neigh-
borhood.  Meet new neighbors and catch up on neighborhood news. 
 

City of Pasadena will provide an overview on “Join the Conversation”.   The City is 

working hard to maintain the services and programs that make Pasadena a great 

place to live.   2019 budget challenges and priorities will be discussed. 

Check  
www.historichighlands.org  

for further updates 


