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Upcoming Events 

• General Meeting—June 19th, 
2017, Santa Catalina Library 
6:30 pm 

• July 4th Celebration—
Neighborhood Potluck and 
Parade  11 am 

• Wine Social at Old Oak Cellars 
in Pasadena, date TBD.  

MESSAGE FROM THE HHNA PRESIDENTS 
 
 
Greeting friends and neighbors in Historic Highlands.  Another year of events 
and activities is taking shape for your Neighborhood Association.  We are a 
group of volunteers who have come together to promote all the special qualities 
which make the Highlands such a wonderful place to live.  We have several com-
mittees who concentrate on various aspects of neighborhood interest, such as 
welcoming new families, giving financial support to our local schools, creating 
events and activities, encouraging historic preservation, and organizing Neigh-
borhood Watch and emergency preparedness. 
 
In the past we have mounted several successful Home Tours, block party extrav-
aganzas like the 4th of July, created our Historic Landmark District in the Pasa-
dena portion of the Highlands, and restored the Triangle pocket park at the in-
tersection of Howard and Chester Streets.  We also have a Film Liaison, to 
smooth the filming process here for both production companies and residents. 
Donations from production companies are a major source of income for all our 
varied activities. 
 
We maintain a website, www.historichighlands.org, which has a wealth of infor-
mation about the history of the neighborhood, contact information, and events 
past and future,  You can follow our Facebook page, Historic Highlands Neigh-
borhood Association, and stay up to date with all the news on NextDoor, the 
neighborhood blog.   
 
As with any organization like ours, it’s all about the volunteers.  There are so 
many opportunities to participate and become involved.  As spring slips into 
summer, we are about to hold our next General Meeting at the Santa Catalina 
Library in the coming weeks.  Please attend, hear our speaker of the evening, 
voice your concerns and let us know how we can make your neighborhood an 
even better place to be.  
 
Before you know it, July 4th will be here!  You know what a great event that is.  
This year, volunteer for some part of the fun.  It’s so rewarding. 
 
Your Co-Presidents Jama Meyer and Clint Palmer look forward to serving your 
interest in 2017. 
 

May 2017 
 

http://www.historichighlands.org


Neighborhood Watch 

 
Our Neighborhood Watch Com-

mittee, led by Adriana Tiner, enlists 

the active participation of residents, 

in cooperation with law enforce-

ment, to reduce crime in Historic 

Highlands.  The Neighborhood 

Watch Committee consists of a 

group of volunteer Block captains 

who are working toward the goal of 

building a safer, crime-free neigh-

borhood.  Block Captains 

share crime prevention tips with 

neighbors, and identify potential 

problems in their neighborhoods to 

local law enforcement.   

We are in need of Block Captains for 

Mar Vista, Catalina, Michigan, Hol-

liston, Rio Grande, Howard, Eliza-

beth and Topeka.  Please contact 

Adriana Tiner if you are interested. 

In volunteering to be a Block Cap-

tain.  You can private message   

Adriana through Nextdoor. 

 

We’ve all heard the warnings for years, the big one is coming 
soon.  Statistics show that 70% of all survivors of disasters are 
rescued by other survivors. The neighbors living around you 
are your most immediate source of help.  
 
Will your block be able to instantly organize and get into ac-
tion to protect not only your home, but just as important,  
your neighbors who need care?  Emergency crews will not be 
able to get to us for a few days, so it is a good idea to know 
what to do and how.   
 
Over the past year there have been How to Map Your Neigh-
borhood  meetings in Altadena and Pasadena.  If you have 
attended any of these, or if you would like to know when the 
next one is scheduled, then  contact Anne Leach at 
afleach76@gmail.com to help organize your block.  This is 
open to anyone who is interested in emergency prepared-
ness. 
 
If you would like to see what our Pasadena neighbors to the 
East have done to prepare, watch Hastings Ranch’s video on 
Youtube  https://www.youtube.com/embed/ppgi8wF1gDA 

What is known today as Historic Highlands encompasses the estates and 
land holdings of two prominent Pasadena pioneers.  Can you name them? 

Meet Your 2017 Board Members 

Map Your Neighborhood 
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Answer:  Erza Dane, orchardist, who settled here in 1883, & David McPherson, design engineer for the Santa Fe Railroad &  famed Mt. Lowe railroad. 

Jama Meyer 
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What Does a Neighbor-
hood Association Do? 

A neighborhood association is 

an organization that is com-

prised of members of the com-

munity with at least one elect-

ed officer, joined together for 

the purpose of problem solving 

and the betterment of the 

neighborhood . 

A neighborhood organization 

establishes a unified voice. 

While one person can take a 

complaint to City Hall/County, 

the voice of a whole neighbor-

hood can accomplish more.  Its 

efforts not only work to get 

needed city services like street 

lights, traffic control and graffi-

ti removal, but also to help City 

Hall/County better understand 

and represent that neighbor-

hood's unique needs.   

A neighborhood organization 

also allows residents to work 

together to prevent burglaries, 

vandalism, drug dealing and 

other crimes that threaten the 

stability of their neighborhood. 

And, a neighborhood organiza-

tion can work to improve the 

image of a neighborhood, 

thereby increasing property 

values.  

HHNA Altadena/ LA County section Landmark 
District Status Update 

Robert Bullock and David Anderson are leading a committee to educate the 
Altadena neighbors of Historic Highlands on what Landmarking District designa-
tion would mean for their portion of the neighborhood.  The ultimate goal is to 
obtain Landmark District status, which would unify the Historic Highlands Neigh-
borhood Association as a complete Landmark District. 
 
The Committee is currently visiting and informing our neighbors in the Altadena/ 
unincorporated section of LA County, while we persue the dream of historic dis-
trict protection as provided to the rest of Historic Highlands — Pasadena.  
 
The Committee of volunteers has visited about one-third of the 235 homes in 
highlighting the opportunity of becoming the first historic district within unincor-
porated Los Angeles County.  If you have already signed the LA County Historic 
District Consent form, the Committee thanks you.  If you have questions or con-
cerns about becoming an historic district, then check out the upcoming informa-
tional workshops to be held within our neighborhood. 
 
Three informational workshops are scheduled for neighbors to drop by and ob-
tain expert information and hear about the benefits associated with historic dis-
trict designation. All workshop meetings begin at 7 pm. 
 
Date               Location                                                     Host 
May 12        1752 N Mar Vista Avenue                       Bill/ Ginger Loesch 
May 18        1091 E Woodbury Road                          David Anderson/  
          Robert Bullock 
May 25.       1035 E Woodbury Road.                        Joel/ Donna Burdick 
 
Notices about the workshops will be posted around the neighborhood so keep an 
eye out for them. Tell your neighbors about the Landmark Districting status op-
portunity and encourage them to attend any of the three upcoming informational 
workshops. 3 

 

Circa 1925 

Existing Home on New 

York Dr. in the English 

Revival Architectural Style 



COYOTE BASICS 

Coyotes are very well adapted to 
living in cities. Coyotes may be active 
at any time of day. Their diet consists 
of rabbits and rodents, carrion, birds 
and deer, supplemented with berries 
and other plant materials. If allowed, 
they will also prey on domestic pets 
such as cats. 

Coyotes venture out in search of food 
and shelter. By removing any poten-
tial food sources from your home, 
you can prevent repeat coyote visits. 
Securing your own home is a good 
first step, but coexisting coyotes is 
truly a group effort, so be sure to 
share these tips with your neighbors. 

COYOTES AND FOOD 

Since coyotes tend to fear people, 
they are unlikely to approach or harm 
us. However, intentional or uninten-
tional feeding can make them more 
comfortable around humans, leading 
to bolder behavior. As such, it is 
crucial to remove any potential 
source of food from coyotes. 

- Keep your cats inside and supervise 
small dogs outdoors.   

- Remove any outdoor pet food. 

- Remove any bird feeders you have 
set out. 

- Pick up fruit as soon as it falls to the 
ground. 

- Keep barbecue grills clean. 

- Eliminate access to water on your 
property, like standing water or bird 
baths. 

 

SECURE YOUR HOME 

In addition to seeking out food, coy-
otes will tend to linger anywhere 
they can find shelter. Secure your 
home so that coyotes will not find it 
hospitable. 

- Wildlife proof garbage in sturdy 
containers with tight fitting lids. 

- Keep trash in a secure location and 
only take out trash the morning pick 
up is scheduled. 

- Keep compost in secure containers. 

- Secure your garage and don’t leave 
the door open unless necessary. 

- Cover your garden with chicken 
wire. 

- Trim overgrown landscaping and 
clear brush. 

- Close off crawl spaces under decks 
and around buildings. 

- Invest in motion detecting lights 

that make sound when activated, 

motion sensing water sprayers, or 

roll bar fencing. 

ENCOUNTERING A COYOTE 

…. and ACTION! Filming in the Historic Highlands  

Beautiful 
homes, tree 
lined streets, 
anywhere 
USA! That’s 
the Historic 
Highlands 

and some of the reasons why we are 
one of the industry’s favorite filming 
destinations here in Southern Califor-
nia.  
 
As “Film Liaison” for the Historic 
Highlands Neighborhood Association 
I act as your point person for ques-
tions pertaining to anything regard-
ing filming within our boundaries 
being Washington Blvd. to New York 
Drive and Lake to Hill Avenues.  
 
As a liaison I work closely with Pasa-
dena Film Office and Film LA for the 
Altadena section of the Highlands. 
Please feel free to contact me anytime 
with your questions, concerns or any 
information regarding filming in our 
neighborhood. For most productions 
I have direct contact with the location 
managers before, during and after 
their shoots. Communication is key! 
 
If your home or property is selected 
for a film, commercial or photo shoot 
let me know so I can alert others 
ahead of time and assist with any 
logistics. If you would like to inquire 
on how to go about having your home 
considered as a location and what 
you can do to make your property 
desired by location services I can  
help with that as well. 

I am often asked what makes a home 
“desirable” to the film industry?  An-
swer, “Time and Place”! The time, 
style and period in which your home 
was built or represents and the place 
or the location it could possibly exist 
across America.  Our diverse historic 
architecture and quaint small town 
atmosphere is key.  However one of 
our most desirable assets is presently 
under siege from drought, disease 
and age.  These beautiful tree lined 
streets with all their greenery and 
shade.  Desired by the industry sure-
ly, valued by our neighborhood even 
more so.  
 
For those who may not be aware, the 
HHNA asks our filming community to 
make donations to the Association 
which we use for charitable causes 
like supporting our local schools and 
library as well as funding our “Home 
Tour”, “July 4th Parade & Picnic” and 
various other events planned 
throughout the year.  These dona-
tions made by the filming community 
to our neighborhood are the primary 
source of revenue for the Association. 
 
Looking forward to serving another 
year and am proud to live in such a 
distinguished, desired and designat-
ed neighborhood! 
 
Jeffrey Thurnher 
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We Need More Neighbors to Volunteer! 

The strength of our beautiful neighborhood can be measured in how well we 

know one another, and how well we work & live alongside one another.  We have  

a number of Committees within the HHNA framework working to make this a 

better neighborhood for everyone.  We cannot do this without volunteers.   

Whether it is helping to coordinate a social event, emergency preparedness, 

crime prevention, welcoming new neighbors, or historical preservation; YOU are 

needed.   Please contact Jama Meyer jamameyer2003@yahoo.com, or Clint  

Palmer clintpalmer@earthlink.com, if you are interested in getting involved.   



Can You Name Some of the Well Known Historical Architects and           
Builders of Homes and Structures Within Historic Highlands? 

The Triangle, appears in the earliest photographs of the neighborhood.  Many 

decades ago maintenance of the Triangle was given over to the residents of 

the area by the City of Pasadena, perhaps soon after the neighborhood was 

annexed by the City in the 1920s. 

The Triangle sat neglected for many years until the HHNA undertook a beauti-

fication plan in 2004.  Volunteer work continued throughout 2005, with the 

City contributing an irrigation system, streetlights and a bench made from 

recycled materials.  All original plantings were contributed by Magic Growers 

Nursery in Eaton Canyon.  Subsequent plantings continue to be purchased 

there. 

The objectives of the Triangle Committee are to: 

 - Create a beautiful space, which reflects the pride in our neighborhood. 

 - Utilize primarily drought resistant “native” plants. 

 - Create a space which is easy to maintain. 

 - Preserve the notion of a neighborhood meeting location. 

 - Foster a team effort from many neighbors. 

 - Serve as a collaborative effort between Historic Highlands and the City of   
    Pasadena. 

 -  Aim to create a gateway to the Historic Highlands neighborhood.  

The new Triangle was formally dedicated in May 2006.  Since then volunteers 

have met every few months to perform cleanups, weeding and replanting as 

necessary.  The City provides trash cans and bags for these cleanups and re-

moves all debris.  The Triangle is now a visual and social focal point for the 

neighborhood.  A Landmark District sign is posted at the southern tip, and 

potluck gatherings are held there during full moon evenings in the summer. 

There are a number of ways we attempt to communicate with the neighbor-

hood.:  Website, Nextdoor, Facebook, Newsletters, General Meetings, E-mail 

blast, postcards and flyers delivered to your door.  You can find the online 

communication at the following addresses: 
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‘The Triangle’, a pocket park located at the    
intersection of Howard St. & Chester Ave.  

How Does the Neighborhood Association    
Communicate with Neighbors 

Answer:  Greene and Greene, Sylvanus B. Marston, D. M Renton, Cyril Bennett, Henry L. Wilson, James H. Gaut & Helen Lucken Gaut 

Triangle dedication ceremony 2006. 

Triangle today with mature plants. 

HHNA Website www.historichighlands.org 

Nextdoor Historichighlands.nextdoor.com 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HistoricHighlands/ 



 

Historic Highlands  
Neighborhood  

 
4th of July Parade  

& Potluck 

Tuesday July 4th 

 
11:00 am parade judging  
     11:30 parade step off 

12:00 potluck picnic    
   1:30 fun & games 

 

Volunteers Needed!!!!!  Contact Jama Meyer   info@historichighlands.org 

Historic Highlands  
Neighborhood Association 

General Meeting 
 

Monday June 19th 
6:30 pm 

Santa Catalina Library 
 

Everyone is welcomed.  Come and hear updates on various activities in the 
neighborhood.  Meet new neighbors and catch up on neighborhood news. 
 

The Pasadena Humane Society will discuss living alongside Coyotes. 

Check  
www.historichighlands.org  

for further updates 


