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WELCOME:
On behalf of the members of the Home Tour Committee, we thank you
for joining us on our Sixteenth Home Tour. We are so excited to be
bringing the Historic Highlands Home Tour back! This year the Home
Tour showcases five lovingly preserved homes celebrating the Spanish
Colonial Revival and Craftsman styles. We trust you will enjoy
discovering the unique architectural elements throughout each home
while rediscovering classic 20th century American design. In addition,
the historic Westminster Presbyterian Church and Boy Scout Troop 4
Scout Room are also open to tour participants.
We must acknowledge the hard work and generosity of many people.
First and foremost, we thank the homeowners who graciously agreed
to open their beautiful homes today. We thank the tireless efforts of the
devoted volunteers and unwavering support of the HHNA Board, without
which the return of the Home Tour would not have been possible. Also,
we need to thank the local businesses that have advertised in our program – please let them know you saw their ad in the Home Tour program.
We especially thank you, our guests, for spending the afternoon with us!
The proceeds from this event provide the funds our association uses
throughout the year for neighborhood beautification efforts, school grants,
and other social events. But the real pay-off is the chance to show all
of you the pride in ownership and warm sense of community prevalent
throughout the Historic Highlands.
Kind Regards,
Heidi Rous and Nancy Gerber
Home Tour Committee Co-Chairpersons

While visiting please:
* no photography
* no high heels
* no food or drink
* no smoking
* no strollers
Please be advised there are stairs and
pools on tour.
Children are the responsibility of their
parents.
By being present you consent to the use
of your likeness in Historic Highlands
Neighborhood Association media, worldwide and in perpetuity.
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“Suburb of High Class Builds along New York Avenue”
-The Pasadena Star, Thursday Evening, May 21, 1908
The Woodburys were an upstanding family of
means who owned a farm, a grist mill, and one of
the earliest banks in central Iowa. Captain Woodbury served in the 23rd Iowa Infantry during the Civil War, fought in several battles including Vicksburg,
and was wounded at Black River Bridge. In 1881
the Captain moved his family to southern California
where he and his brother, John, had purchased
900 acres of “worthless” wasteland at the north end
of Rancho San Pascual. The Captain set out 150
acres of oranges and lemons, opened up a large
vineyard, and built a home for his family in 1883.
The Italianate Victorian home, a virtual copy of their
home in Marshalltown, Iowa, still stands today on
Madison Avenue, just north of Mariposa Street.

Captain Frederick Woodbury & Family

John Woodbury was a banker and a businessman
who moved with his family to Altadena in 1885, renting the home of his friend Colonel Jabez Banbury
who was living at the time in Pasadena. While Captain Fred, as he was known, threw himself into bringing water to the land and planting the entire hillside
in grapevines and citrus, John handled the business
side of their joint venture, the Pasadena Improvement
Company, created in 1887. The brothers named their
new subdivision Altadena, taking the name from a
nursery in the foothills that had moved away—“alta”
meaning “upper,” and “dena” for Pasadena. Despite
initial success, the brothers’ timing was unfortunate.
John’s dream of villas, mansions and vineyard estates
along fine avenues was realized to some extent when
men such as Andrew McNalley and Colonel G. G.
Green built mansions on Altadena’s Millionaires Row,
but in 1888, California’s real estate bubble burst and
the brothers lost most of their investment.
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In 1885 David MacPherson arrived in Pasadena to
serve as the chief engineer and superintendent of
the Mount Lowe Railroad construction program. He
began his career with the Santa Fe line in Texas,
then moved on to build to steam railroads in Mexico.
The Mt. Lowe Railroad was an electric railway to
the crest of the San Gabriel Mountains. Described
as “the railway to the stars,” the Mt. Lowe Railroad
operated from 1893 until 1938. It was the only scenic
mountain, electric traction railroad ever built in the
United States.
In 1896, MacPherson bought the land known as the
Pasadena Highlands, though much of the tract was
in Altadena. After spending several years laying out
the property known today as the Historic Highlands,
he was ready to sell lots arranged on streets whose
names reflected his love of the rails: New York,
Erie, Atchison, Topeka, Santa Fe, Denver and Rio
Grande. In a Pasadena Star article in 1908, the new
development is described as “…a picture of stately
dwellings and magnificent grounds.” MacPherson’s
advertisements promoted the development as:
“Large villa tracts. Building restrictions, $4,000. If you
want the finest, see this.” Another 1913 brochure
boasts “Free from dampness and fogs, with refreshing mountain air, it will always be a chosen spot for
ideal hygienic conditions.” MacPherson himself lived
at 1075 Topeka at the time, later moving to 1120
Atchison until his death in 1927.
Renaming Erie Street
In 1887 when water was first piped in from local canyons, Altadena’s population was 200. By 1920, when
most of the homes on this year’s tour were finished,
the population had soared to 3,567 and Woodbury
Road (east of Lake) was still known as Erie Street. It
wasn’t until 1925 that the name changed, in all likelihood as a tribute to the two founders of Altadena,
Captain Frederick J. Woodbury and John P. Woodbury.

While Captain Fred Woodbury was a man of the
land and put his heart and soul into its development, it is likely that the more aristocratic financier
John Woodbury penned this description of Altadena, printed on a promotional map of the subdivision:
“Here, the flowers bloom with brighter tint and
sweeter perfume, the fruits have a richer hue and
finer flavor, the air is pure and dry, the water free
from lime and other impurities, and a more than
abundant supply insures ample irrigation, which,
with the rich soil of decomposed granite, needs only
the taste and skill of man to make a veritable Eden
of his favored spot.”
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
Marston, Van Pelt and Maybury
1927-1928
Presbyterians were pioneers in Pasadena,
launching the first church in the pioneer days
of the Indiana Colony of 1875. In 1906, in that
same spirit, the Church extended their parish
into the developing northeast section of the
city, building a redwood bungalow chapel on
Lake Avenue at Claremont Street. In 1908,
Trustee David J. MacPherson prompted the
chapel’s move to a new site on Lake at Woodbury Road, where he was developing a subdivision, the Pasadena Highland Tract.
A mule team pulled the chapel up Catalina
Avenue so as not to interfere with the Lake
Avenue streetcar line. The trip took several
weeks owing to unusually heavy rains that
caused the moving rollers to become mired
in mud and the Reverend William Dodge to
alert his congregation, “Services will be held
wherever the church building is on Sunday
morning.”

In 1912, Reverend Clarence Spaulding replaced
Reverend Dodge. When Rev. Spaulding arrived, he
described the MacPherson tract as practically empty
with only a house or two on Woodbury Road. In two
years time, the congregation more than doubled, an
increase matched by the growth of new homes in the
neighborhood. By 1925, the congregation had outgrown the chapel. In 1927-1928, architects Marston,
Van Pelt and Maybury, responsible for the Pacific Asia
Museum, designed the French Gothic sanctuary you
see today. The features of many French churches can
be seen in the sanctuary and the church’s dramatic
150-foot tower was inspired by the towers of the Eglise
St. Maclou in Rouen and the Eglise Notre Dame in
Bressuire.
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by crane. In 1994, fiberglass replicas were molded
from the originals to replace the missing ornaments.

The structure is made of reinforced concrete, finished
throughout in delicately tinted art stone. The sanctuary
seats 1,100 with balcony seating for another 350.
The church’s location inspired its ornamentation. The
tower is topped with a crown, symbolizing the sovereignty of Christ as well as Pasadena’s “Crown City”
title. This stylistic theme is repeated throughout the
sanctuary’s delicate tracery and filigreed wrought-iron
chandeliers. In the 1991 Sierra Madre earthquake,
several of the finial crown pieces fell and the rest of the
crown’s pieces were precarious and had to be removed

In the French Gothic tradition, the sanctuary features a soaring vaulted ceiling with its azure and
crimson fresco depicting a starry heaven and
incorporating crosses and fleurs-de-lis. The design
tinted into the plaster by watercolorist and muralist Julian Garnsey has not been retouched except
where earthquake damaged since the sanctuary
was built. Judson Studios of Los Angeles designed
and crafted the six original devotional stained-glass
windows. The studio’s founder, William Lees Judson, was influential in the Arroyo Guild of Craftsmen, a group of artists, sculptors and architects
who fueled the area’s Arts and Crafts movement.
Stone arches beneath the windows and lead to the
sanctuary’s enormous triptych centerpiece.
The church is laid out in the classic t-shaped cruciform with a long center aisle. Framing the chancel
near the altar are the organ’s 2,678 gleaming pipes,
ranging in length from 16 feet to one-half inch.
Built by the Reuter Organ Company of Lawrence,
Kansas, the organ was a gift to the congregation of
Mrs. Milton Stewart.

Page

8

Troop 4 Boy Scout Room:
Troop 4 is the longest continuously chartered scout
troop in the San Gabriel Valley. William Boyce
brought scouting to America in 1910. Only 3 years
later, the Reverend Clarence Spaulding, minister of
Westminster Presbyterian Church, founded Troop
4. Since that time, the troop has met in its own room
at the church. Originally it was underneath the old
wooden church, which had been moved to the corner of Lake and Woodbury. In 1963, at the 50th anniversary of the troop, Tallman Trask, first Executive
of the San Gabriel Valley Council, remembered “the
old cave.” “We used to come in off Woodbury Road
and there was a stone entrance to a cave … you go
down that entrance on a ladder and underneath the
corner of the old church there was the most beautiful
troop room that you ever saw.”
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Morrison Hall replaced the old church in 1957, and
the present Scout Room, now known as Scout Haus,
is located under the northwest corner of Westminster
Presbyterian Church, down a flight of stairs. It’s not an
ordinary room, more like a cellar with windows, and
dedicated to the scouts’ use. The room has a large
stone fireplace and the walls are decorated with troop
memorabilia, old patrol flags, and numerous awards.
There are 2 equipment rooms for tents and camping
gear, and a closet for storing used uniforms and merit
badge books.
Included with the displayed memorabilia are photos
showing Troop 4 members throughout the years. By
the time of their centennial in 2013, Troop 4 had seen
41 adult Scoutmasters and over 2,400 young men pass
through its ranks. It has also produced well over 200
Eagle Scouts, scouting’s highest honor.

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

Page 9

Page

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

10

Welcome to the 2015 PASADENA

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR

Congratulations to all the
2015 Historic Highlands participants!
Thank you for the joy and inspiration you
bring in sharing your beautiful homes.

As a resident of Historic Highlands and past tour participant, my knowledge of
the area and experience would be a great asset in serving your real estate needs.

BIA KASTEN , REALTOR®
P 626.639.1643 C 626.840.3134
bia.kasten@podley.com
897 Granite Drive, Pasadena 91101
podley.com

It’s a great time to sell! If you are thinking of selling,
please contact me for a FREE market analysis on your home.
©2015 CRMLS. Information is believed to be accurate, but shall not be relied upon without verification. Accuracy of square footage, lot size and other information is not guaranteed.
This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. Listings shown represented by Boyd Smith & Matt Littell of Podley Properties.
CalBRE #01914737
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1035 E. Woodbury Rd.
R. Stayton Dorris, 1928

R. Stayton Dorris, who constructed a number of attractive revival homes in Pasadena and Altadena before
the Great Depression, built this home and may have
also been its designer. His client was a doctor, who
was committed to good health and hygiene, and had
the home designed with a sleeping porch and bathroom attached to each bedroom. Since many people
at the time had moved west for the beneficial air, sleeping porches were common, but individual baths were
almost unheard of at the time.
In 1936, the Reverend Merlo K. W. Heicher and his
wife, Margaret, became the new owners. Rev. Heicher
was the pastor of nearby Westminster Church, also
included on this year’s tour.
As you approach this two-story 1928 Spanish Colonial
Revival home you see graceful arched doorways and
windows, a structural stylistic element seen throughout
the home. Stepping inside, the highlight of the entry is

the hand-painted tilework on the stair risers. Although
Southern California was home to several tile companies in the 1920s, these tiles were manufactured in
Spain and were popular decorative features in Spanish Colonial Revival residential, commercial, educational, and municipal buildings in Southern California.
The current owner added the tiles on the three stair
risers leading from the landing to the upper hallway.
Coincidentally, the top row of tiles are replicas of the
Tunisian tiles used by Bertram Goodhue Associates in the Gates Annex at the California Institute of
Technology, and those used by George Washington
Smith at Casa del Herrero in Santa Barbara. Bertram Goodhue and George Washington Smith were
instrumental in popularizing Spanish Colonial Revival
architecture in the United States.
Turning into the living room, you see the classic features—archways, ironwork, plaster and lathe walls,
and exposed beams—that typify the Spanish Colo-
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nial Revival architecture seen on the west coast. The
room has a soaring, nearly 15’ vaulted ceiling, arched
double doors that lead to a front patio and the original
hardwood floors that have been preserved so beautifully through the home. A small balcony opening on the
living room tops the room’s west wall. Spanish Colonial
Revival homes typically featured wrought iron railings
along balconies or stairwells; however, this home’s
designer may have used this unusual paneled wall with
a solid rail to transition from the grand living room to the
private living quarters. The mahogany drop-down desk
on the west wall is a family heirloom that dates back to
the mid-18th century.
More recent owners enclosed a patio facing the back
yard to create a family room. Though a recent addition,
it was designed to blend harmoniously with the original
architectural elements of the home.
The dining room features original lighting sconces,
hardware, and an original wrought iron chandelier.
The home’s cozy breakfast room has an original builtin desk. A previous owner also updated the kitchen to
provide modern conveniences as well as uphold the
home’s old world charm. Beyond the kitchen is a laundry and maid’s room with bath.
As you pass the arched closet under the stairwell, note
the original wrought iron portiere hardware. Curtains
would have partitioned the closet instead of a wooden
door, a feature common to Victorian, Arts and Crafts,
and Period Revival style homes. The last stop on the
first floor is the library with its glass-fronted bookcases.
Previous owners created the library in the space that
links the porte-cochère to the entry hallway.
Upstairs are the three bedrooms with their adjoining
three baths and sleeping porches. The original fixtures
and tile work in each of the bathrooms have been
preserved—note the unusual toilet design. The sleeping porch in the east bedroom was enclosed to create a
child’s playroom over the patio that was enclosed below
to create the family room.
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The home’s thick walls keep it warm in winter and
cool in summer. The original gravity furnace heats
the first floor. The second floor has been updated
with electric heating and air conditioning.
Previous owners added a beautiful pool and spa
to the rear garden of the home, shaded by an immense eucalyptus tree. The pool tiles are also Tunisian reproductions of designs found at California
Institute of Technology and Casa del Herrero. The
current owners updated the pool and added the
reproduction Spanish-styled tiles that reflect those
in the entry hall. The back of the house has a 3-car
garage and covered entertainment space.

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

Page 13

Page

14

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

1091 E. Woodbury Rd.
E. A. Daniell, 1929

1091 Woodbury is a charming Spanish Colonial Revival bungalow built by Edward Averell Daniel (18931976) in 1929 for a cost of $7,400, typical for a home
of this size. Known professionally as E.A. Daniell, his
early career consisted of acting as secretary to the
L.C. Reed Co, a real estate company, as a bookkeeper with the Pasadena branch of the National
Security Bank, and then as salesman with the Kendall Automobile Company.
By 1923, E.A. Daniells was working as a builder
and by the late 1920’s had distinguished himself for
his well-received period revival bungalows. Though
many businesses and families in the Pasadena area
were severely impacted by the Great Depression,
Daniell’s firm thrived and developed neighborhoods
in Pasadena, Alhambra, San Gabriel, Santa Anita
Oaks (Arcadia) and San Marino. Daniell’s residential projects adapted to changing tastes; the Period

Revival styles of the 1920s and ‘30s, shifted to
Colonial Revival, and later ranch styles in the
1940’s and ‘50s. Daniell is credited with over
5,000 homes. The Pasadena Star News praised
his work in May 1936, “Daniell maintains the high
standard of design and quality for which his homes
are recognized.”
The Schmidt family was the first to live in the
home. Prybill Julius Schmidt, a pharmacist, lived
here with his wife Ida Alice and her widowed sister
Emma M. Black. Both Prybill and Ida Schmidt
were born in Missouri to German immigrants and
arrived in Los Angeles in 1920. While living on
Woodbury Street, Schmidt worked at the Hawkins
Drug Company, which had two locations, one at
649 East Colorado and the second at the northeast corner of Lake and Washington where the 76
Gas station now stands.

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

1091 Woodbury offers many interesting architectural
design elements. It is handsomely situated against
the street so the porte-cochère, arched doorways, and
wrought iron gate simultaneously offer privacy yet also
create a visually striking entrance for a modestly sized
home. Courtyards and outdoor living spaces were celebrated in the Spanish Revival style and this home features two such spaces in the front. Note that the home
has two “front doors,” perhaps the breezeway door
served the car commuter while the hall door offered
informal storage for coats. The clever built-in bookcases
take advantage of the thick Spanish Revival-style walls.
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Luxurious elements in the living room include
mahogany doors, mantel and trim. Claycraft manufactured the living room fireplace and the decorative
focal tile is titled “Friendly Road.” Claycraft Potteries,
established in 1921, was located at 3101 San Fernando Road in Los Angeles. Their designs romanticized iconic California imagery such as Yosemite
National Park, western flora and fauna, the seashore, desert landscapes, Spanish-style ranchos,
and later featured Art Deco and Mayan themes.
Claycraft products were sold at tile purveyors
throughout the United States and are still commonly
mistaken for the more well-known Batchelder tiles.
The arch theme is carried throughout the public
rooms of the home, seen in the ceiling, front window, and doors. Look for the arch theme carried
into the breakfast room and telephone nook in the
hallway. The current homeowners’ décor is inspired
by architectural features, introducing the circular
mirrors above the fireplace and dining room buffet
and the repurposed sugar kettle fountain outside
the front widow, welcoming playful sunlight into the
home.
This home offers several examples of enchanting
antique family heirlooms with a mix of artfully collected Art Deco furniture and collectibles. The light
fixture in the hall is by Degué, the luxury French
glass company spearheaded by artist David Guéron (1892 – 1950). The 1915 Victrola in the dining
room is a family heirloom, once owned by an opera
singer.
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The charming three-piece bedroom set (bed, vanity,
chair) in the front bedroom was made for the homeowner’s grandmother, born in 1903, by her father. The
back of the mirror is lined with an old Radio Corporation
of America crate.
The back bedroom features an operational Crosley
Corporation “Overseas” tube radio phonograph, another heirloom from the homeowner’s musical grandmother. The highlight of the hall bathroom is the original
dazzling cobalt blue liner tile that looks newly installed.
The main bath is comfortably appointed with built-in
cabinets and a cast iron tub. The telephone nook in the
hall offers storage for a directory, but sadly, is not technologically compatible with a modern telephone. The
wall pocket vase was manufactured by Roseville.

A small bathroom connects the back bedroom to the
kitchen. Colorful bathroom tiles were very popular in
the 1920s and luckily this lovely green tile and space
saving corner sink survive. The original pebbled
window glass allows light but grants privacy. Only the
shower is contemporary, though this bath originally
had a walk-in shower.
The current owners renovated the kitchen two and
half years ago, blending modern functionality with
classic design. The dinette set in the breakfast room
is also a family heirloom, but the Art Deco light fixture
is original to the home.
Take time to enjoy the back garden with the converted farm tiller water feature and the original garage
before you before you visit the other homes on tour.
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1115 E. Woodbury Rd
Sylvanus Marston, 1912

The Lacey House on the corner of Woodbury at Mar
Vista was built in 1912 for $9000 on what was then
called Erie Street. Oil and packing-house industrialist
Henry Roberts Lacey and his wife Clara lived there until
1919. Born in Laceyville, Pennsylvania in 1846, Henry
was with the Armour Company of Chicago for 22 years,
establishing wholesale packing houses throughout the
East. He moved to Pasadena in 1893 and served as
vice president of Central Oil of Los Angeles and President of the East Whittier Oil Company. A later resident
of the home was osteopath William Fay Neugebauer
and his wife Loretta, who lived in the home from 1935 to
1973. Dr. Neugebauer was born and raised in Pasadena
and earned his medical degree from the University of
Southern California. Neugebauer family members all had
horses that were stabled at Eaton Canyon and regularly
trailered to the family’s adobe retreat in 29 Palms.

Dr. Phillip and Norma Elkins, the next owners of
the home, began renovation and restoration. The
current owners purchased the home in 1991 and
have continued to restore it to its original condition. Described by one writer as “the quintessential
California Bungalow, the Arts and Crafts ideal,” the
home designed by Pasadena architect Sylvanus
B. Marston has often been featured in historic
home tours and is frequently the setting for films
and television shows. Marston, later a partner of
Marston, Van Pelt and Maybury, designed the
nearby Westminster Presbyterian Church (also
included in this year’s tour) and the Pacific Asia
Museum in Pasadena.
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Marston signature. The concentric circle motif in the
bookshelves’ leaded glass and the dining room buffet is similar to a motif Martson used in Westminster
Presbyterian. The current owners recently refinished
the living room’s Port Orford cedar woodwork.
To the right of the entryway, the den was designed
as a billiard room with a private bath and separate
exit to the front and side porches, most likely to allow
the men to enter and leave without going through the
main house and close the room off to smoke while
they were playing billards. Quarter-sawn oak floors
and a brick fireplace, originally fitted for a porcelain
heater, are original. The low arch in the ceiling beams
matches the arch over the entry pocket doors that
separate the den and the living room.

Marston’s master touch is obvious in the home’s
exterior design. Shaded by a coast live oak tree in the
front yard planted after the house was built, the home
seems to spring naturally from the ground. Massive
boulder piers frame a generous porch with space for
rattan chairs and a porch swing. The porch and driveway pergola piers are topped with “cloud lift” designed
brackets, an architectural detail inspired by the Japanese and popularized by Greene and Greene. The
chimney was reconstructed using the original stone
after the Whittier earthquake in 1987.
Inside, a barrel-vaulted ceiling, extensive woodwork,
quarter-sawn oak floors, a Batchelder tile fireplace
and built-in bookcases with leaded glass doors grace
the living room. The low arch of the west-wall window
echoes the arch of the slender beams in the ceiling, a

Mullioned-glass pocket doors lead to the dining room
with its Port Orford cedar woodwork and built-in buffet
graced with the same circle-motif leaded glass used
in the living room. The current owners replaced the
back of the buffet with glass to allow more daylight
into the east-facing dining room. French doors lead to
a private side porch for outdoor dining, shaded by a
mature Wisteria.
The spacious and light kitchen features a large
picture window that overlooks the garden. The room
was remodeled in 2001 and is very much in keeping with the architectural style of the home. It was
enlarged by moving the north wall into the laundry
room, eliminating a wall that created a butler’s pantry
between the dining room and the kitchen, and creating a pantry where a brick-lined ice box once existed.
The pass-through door for the cooler’s blocks of ice
still remains in the laundry room. The glass doors on
the buffet’s back open in the kitchen to provide easy
access to the china and stemware stored within. The
kitchen cabinets are Douglas fir and the floor is oak.
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The floor and crown moldings were specially milled to
match those elsewhere in the house.
The laundry room door to the side yard features a
working transom. The “operator” on the left allows the
window to be opened and closed without the use of a
pole and hook. The guest room off the laundry room
was originally a maid’s quarters.
The long hallway off the dining room, lighted by a
combination of solar tubes and a period-appropriate
chandelier, leads to three bedrooms. The current
owners renovated the master bath using fixtures in
keeping with the home’s design. At the end of the hall

is a sleeping porch featuring three windowed-walls
with glass panels that slide open on wooden rails
and recently refinished Douglas fir paneling.
Before leaving, enjoy the garden outside the
kitchen with its thriving combination of edible and
decorative plants.
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1824 Mar Vista Avenue
George J. Webster, 1910

Very little is known about George J. Webster (18681945) except that he left a legacy of 30 or more exquisite Craftsman-style residences built between 1906
and 1918 in or near Altadena, including this 4,000
square foot 10-room house built on 3 lots for $6,630
in 1910. While Webster’s early designs were simple
bungalows, after 1909 they grew more elaborate. His
first documented house, built in 1905, is a simple bungalow still standing at 619 South Los Robles Avenue.
After moving to Mexico for a year, Webster returned to
Los Angeles where he partnered with Neal Dow Parker
to design 15 homes, most built outside Pasadena. By
1909, Webster returned to his own practice. Some architectural historians speculate the Webster spent 1908
working as a draftsman for Charles and Henry Greene,
but there is no documentation to support this notion.

Mrs. Josephine Griffith (1859-1937) commissioned
Webster to design the Craftsman-style home at
1824 Mar Vista as a winter home for herself and her
husband, Colonel William Morton Griffith (18591945). Colonel Griffith, a veteran of the SpanishAmerican War, had been a newspaperman and
long-time political aide to four New York State governors, including Taft and Teddy Roosevelt, and at one
time served as the private secretary to James S.
Sherman who would become Taft’s Vice President.
After leaving government, Col. Griffith founded the
Queen County Trust, a banking and real estate trust
firm in New York City. In 1921, he moved to Pasadena to retire but remained active in civic affairs and
ran several local campaigns. In 1929, Col. Griffith
was the major investor and president of the Com-
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mercial Aircraft Corporation established by a group of
Pasadena residents. Both he and Mrs. Griffith were
members of the Westminster Presbyterian Church
where Col. Griffith served on the finance committee and Mrs. Griffith was known for her religious and
charitable work.
In 1913, Mrs. Griffith bought the lot to the north of
their property and in 1924 built the house that still
stands there today, possibly as a residence for their
son, William M. Griffith, Jr., a vaudevillian and stage
and screen actor sometimes billed as “Billy Griffith.”
Billy played in minor roles in many films from the
1920s-1950s and had guest roles in early television
series such as Cheyenne and The Adventures of Rin
Tin Tin. The Griffiths owned the home until 1941. The
current owners purchased the home in 1996.
The Griffith home is a good example of the Craftsman style with its combed-shingle exterior wall covering, cut-in porch, rolled roof with copper gutters, deep
eaves, prominent outrigger beam ends, stone foundation, strong horizontal lines, wide porches, boardon-board venting, and three-over-two windows, some
arranged to form large expanses of glass. Canadian
contractor Henry McKeen built the house. With a
reputation as an authority on design, materials, and
construction, McKeen’s houses were recognized for
their signature detailing.
Much work by different families has gone into the
restoration of this home. Regrettably the original shingles were covered with texture coating, which had to
be removed, and the house was re-shingled. Beam
restoration was also done. Additionally the interior
woodwork was completely stripped of layers of paint
and refinished. The big bright entry hall presages
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the rest of the public rooms, with its high ceilings and
wide panels of glowing refinished crosscut fir. Pocket
doors close off the living and dining rooms from the
entry.
The classic living room features a fireplace with richly
colored tiles, quarter-sawn oak floors, and a ceiling
featuring box beams laid in the classic crisscross-pattern. The large picture windows, tall casements, and
double doors merge indoors with outdoors in a manner typical of Craftsman homes. In the 1950’s, this
home was known for its extensive Christmas decorations and won local awards. As the story was told,
a confused motorist admiring the decorations drove
east on Woodbury and careened up the original
curved driveway and into the large picture window;
this is the only non-original window in this room.
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In the formal dining room, a plate rail tops the burnished wainscoting and the brick fireplace has a
secret panel above. The room is fitted with customary
Craftsman built-ins, a long mantel extending along the
top of cabinets, and a beamed ceiling.
Previous owners converted a cluster of small rooms
into a large, well equipped kitchen and breakfast room
that includes a service porch, butler’s pantry and
half-bath, all done in a style that contrasts but complements the home’s Craftsman features. The maplestained cabinets are rubbed to a lustrous finish, and
the polished granite in rich tones of brown, sienna,
and black are in keeping with the Craftsman color
scheme.
As you climb the stairs to the second story, take time
to admire the stepped windows in the same style that
Webster used at “Rosewall”, a grand Prairie-inspired
Craftsman at the corner of Mariposa and Raymond
in Altadena. Upstairs, there are four bedrooms, two
sleeping porches, two bathrooms and a modest room
that might have served as a sewing room, nursery, or
trunk room. Look for locks on some of the bedroom
doors, a reminder of when this home served as a
boarding house in the 1950s.
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While the downstairs is still served by the original
gravity furnace, the current owners installed a new
heating and air conditioning system upstairs.
Typical of the Craftsman style bungalow is the
home’s ample porch, wide and deep, and encompassing a portion of the perimeter of the house.
The Craftsman garden pergola is incorporated in
the design of the house. The current owners built
a new garage in 1997 and did extensive work to
extend and replace the wraparound redwood porch
deck and rebuild the porch trellis. Lush plantings on
the extensive grounds of the three-lot parcel create
a park-like setting. The original garage was situated
on the parcel north of the house and had a walk-in
grease pit where the family cars were serviced. Before leaving, look to the north to the second home
built by the Griffiths, possibly also designed by
Webster. Its front door faces south in line with this
home’s living room double doors. Both homes once
shared a long-gone circular driveway. The home at
1844 Mar Vista is also included in this tour.

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

Page 29

Contessa Collections
Treasured Gifts!

Proud Italian Importer of;
~ World winning organic E.V. Olive Oil
~ Ancient grain pasta, Pasta Fabbri
~ Jams made with wild berries and no preservatives
~ And Chocolate of your Dreams - A different one for every night!

~Also featuring Italian pottery, hand-blown glass,
& ShelRae Jewelry
Visit us at 380 S. Lake Ave. #101 and #111, Pasadena, CA
626.744.0252 & 626.793.7761

Allow me to open doors
to your future

Donna Shanahan
CalBRE#: 01959223

ph: 626.644.7574
donna.shanahan@sothebyshomes.com

Dedication. Enthusiasm. Integrity.
Your Historic Highlands Neighbor
PASADENA BROKERAGE | 626.229.0909
800 E. Colorado Boulevard, Suite 150, Pasadena, CA 91101 | sothebyshomes.com/pasadena
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate
agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

Page

30

Throop Ad

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

HISTORIC HIGHLANDS HOME TOUR 2015

Page 31

1844 Mar Vista Avenue
1917

Josephine Griffith, who lived next door to the south
at 1824 Mar Vista, bought the lot on which this home
is built in 1913 and built a home in 1917. In 1924, the
Griffiths demolished the original house and built this
lovely Craftsman for $8,265. The front door faces south
to easily connect it to the other home, once permitting
access to a now demolished large circular driveway
that spanned the properties and was accessed by both
homes. The Griffiths had one son, William Jr., and the
home may have been built for him, but it could also
have been built as quarters for caretakers or servants,
or as an investment. The house resembles the Griffith
home next door in style and material and may have
been designed by the same person, George J. Web-

ster, an Altadena resident credited with the design of
some 30 Craftsman-style homes in Pasadena and
Altadena.
The Arts and Crafts ideal was to blend the outdoors
with the indoors through the use of natural materials such as the stone pillars framing the driveway,
the extensive use of wood inside and out, and large
windows to bring the outside in. This home features
a signature window design of a divided sash with
a horizontal light at the top and two longer vertical
lights at the bottom. The dramatic entry hall is wainscoted in Douglas fir and showcases the decorative
stair balustrade. Notable architectural elements in
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the living room include tall casement windows, two
light single French doors, a fireplace featuring Batchelder “Peacock in Tree” relief tiles, and crown molding.
Note the stylized scarf or “Z” joint in the picture rail, a
decorative technique used by Greene and Greene for
structural reasons, or as in this case, to neatly unite
two shorter boards to create a longer board. The peg
is purely decorative. Through the door to the right of
the fireplace, but not on tour today, is an intimate den
with a painted brick fireplace, now used as an exercise room.
Please continue back through the living room
and entry hall to the dining room that features the
same wood wainscoting and picture rail. The dining room adjoins the kitchen through a small butler’s
pantry,glass-fronted cabinets for storing china and
crystal, and counters that now provide for a small
home office.

Return to the front hall to walk up the stairs to the
second floor and note the design stenciled on the
risers and the distinctive pattern in the wood of the
stair’s balusters. As you follow the lovely curved
baseboards, take time to admire the family’s artfully
arranged photographs.
Two upstairs bedrooms share a long balcony. The
four upstairs bedrooms all feature plantation shutters for privacy, and they share two baths. All the
home’s baths were recently renovated, retaining the
original cast iron tubs in two. The hallway features
original built-in storage cabinets as well as a more
recently added laundry chute, additional storage
cabinets and a stairwell bookcase.
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Back downstairs, the gourmet kitchen is a modern
interpretation of Craftsman style. The large hood
resembles dramatic early 20th century plaster
hoods, white-painted cabinets with inset or Shaker
doors resemble antique built-in furniture design, and
the cherry wood island is inspired by the Craftsman
aesthetic of the beauty and functionality of natural
materials. Ample windows bring in plentiful early
morning light that dances on the counters’ luxurious
marble surfaces. An updated bathroom retains the
original cast iron tub. Continue through the double
doors to a redwood deck that spans the width of the
house, shaded by a liquid amber tree and overlooking a pool added by the current residents.
William Griffith, Jr., sold the house in 1944 and it
passed through the hands of several owners until
John and June Follis bought it in 1956. Follis was an
interior and architectural designer who first worked
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for Welton Becket and Associates at the time the architectural firm designed the Capitol Records Building
and the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, then started
his own firm where he did design work for such prestigious clients as Atlantic Richfield, Bank of America, San
Diego International Airport and the J. Paul Getty Museum. In 1979, Follis was the chairman of the Pasadena
Design Committee charged with developing a master
plan to make everything from the city’s signage to its
street lights and garbage cans work better, look better and cost less. June Follis was also an artist whose
mediums included needlepoint and pottery. For the 50
years the family lived at 1844 Mar Vista, the home’s
white walls were livened up by both Follis’ artwork and
the patio was decorated with rocks collected by John
during hikes through forests and walks along beaches.
Follis saw each rock as a flawless specimen, rather
like a piece of sculpture with great natural beauty in its
form, another echo of the Craftsman ideal.
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