Historic Highlands Neighborhood Association Meeting

November 22, 2008

Board members present: Belinda Jacobs, Amy Richards, Trina Chen, Mitch Aiken, Michael Berner, Elizabeth Berner, Clint Palmer, Jama Meyer, Heidi Rous, Veronica Boone, Bridgid Fennell, Greg Harrison, Ginger Loesch

The meeting commenced 10:10.  Minutes would be approved at the end of the meeting so everyone had a chance to read them.

Bridgid reported that there would be a public hearing of the Historic Preservation Commission on 1575 Michigan on December 1 and asked for input and opinions.

Treasurer’s Report

HHNA has not received any money from the Michigan filming yet.  Since the last meeting, the only HHNA expense has been the cost of the last postcard mailing for the logo competition.  There are some outstanding expenses from the home tour, namely ad revenues, as well as expenses related to landmark signs and gift certificates for contestants who participated in the logo competition.  Ginger moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report and Greg seconded the motion.

The winning logo was discussed.  It was agreed that the board would send certificates to the winner and other contestants.

Committee Reports

Altadena Landmark District – This committee has not been active as they have not been able to recruit more people to participate.  There were some suggestions of people to recruit such as Phil & Nancy Necker who live in the Craftsman at Mar Vista and Woodbury, and someone from the Webster family who is believed to be active in the Altadena Historical Society.

Landmark Sign Committee

Tom Selinske can make house signs from the home tour.  The committee is working on the cost, number of signs, and other relevant issues.  The new logo will also be used to make new banners for the home tour.

Education Committee

Kate Wilson was contacted to get in touch with the Pasadena Education Network (PEN).  PEN requested to meet with HHNA Board but this meeting has not taken place yet.  Longfellow PTA representative Steve Cole has also contacted HHNA, they want to foster closer relations with school neighborhoods and increase partnerships. 

Neighborhood Watch

Diane Grihalsky is considering filling this chair position.  Greg contacted someone else who might be interested.

Emergency Preparedness

District 2 held a mini Pasadena Emergency Rescue Training (PERT) in October which was well attended.  Many participants expressed an interest in participating in the full training.  Margaret McAustin might continue to work with Fire Department to do more training.  Attendees reported their impressions of the PERT session and mentioned the state wide initiate, the Great Shake Out.  There was also discussion on the need to further organize the block captains.

Neighborhood Communications

The board discussed producing another newsletter before the holidays.  Jama discussed the newsletter, types of articles contributed, and the timeline to produce the newsletter.  It was agreed that a postcard encouraging neighbors to visit the website would be sent in lieu of a newsletter.  The following articles were requested: neighborhood watch and safety issues over the holidays, logo announcement, home tour plug, reminders of when people need permits, president’s message, and to recruit for Altadena Landmark committee.

The Board recognized Dennis Laurents for his many years serving on the HHNA Board as he has recently resigned.

Cell tower at St. Elizabeth’s Church

Trina Parker alerted the board that LA County would be holding a meeting regarding the installation of a cell phone tower at St. Elizabeth’s Church on December 3.  She explained the history of this project and cultural significance of St. Elizabeth’s, the only Wallace Neff designed church, and encouraged HHNA and neighbors to send letters to the County or attend the upcoming meeting to express their opposition to the project.  This resulted in a lengthy discussion of what development projects, code issues, and other controversial matters that HHNA can ethically and legally take a stand on.  While many neighbors were in opposition to the tower, Ginger expressed disappointment that historically HHNA has not taken a stand on issues that affect the Altadena portion of the neighborhood (for example, group homes).  It was agreed that HHNA would need more time to address the larger questions both within the board and at a neighborhood meeting, and some people stated that they had or intended to send personal letters in objection to the project. Greg motioned to write a letter on behalf of the HHNA stating we support the efforts of the Altadena Neighborhood Alliance which was formed as the leading opposition to the cell tower, and this motion passed.

Trina also expressed frustrations about unaddressed code violations at 935 Topeka.  This neighbor has years of complaints for hoarding issues, rat infestations, and chemicals improperly contained on the property.  Code compliance has been notified and has not followed through in a satisfactory manner as this neighbor has never had single violation.  Trina did see results when she emailed the new city manager, Bernard Melikian, last year, but the property is still hazardous.  Earlier Trina requested support from Belinda, once Belinda got involved and officials started to respond again.  Pasadena Occupancy inspection may be another option; Belinda will follow up with Code Compliance and Pasadena Occupancy.

There was an inquiry about an increase of bee stings in the neighborhood. 

Bridgid reported on 1455 Mar Vista & 1435 Chester.  Both homes have been reported to the Historic Preservation Division of the City Planning Department due to questionable exterior renovations.  There was a Historic Preservation Commission meeting for 1455 Mar Vista and the city is monitoring the porch renovation.  1435 Chester does not contribute to the landmark district because the exterior has been substantially altered before landmark status and the renovations from last summer are not subject to review by the Historic Preservation and Planning Division.

Minutes approved Mitch and seconded by Heidi, approved by the board.

