Historic Highlands Neighborhood Association General Meeting

October 20, 2009 7:00 PM

Belinda Jacobs called the meeting to order and introduced HHNA board members and Santa Catalina librarian Robin Reidy.

Ms. Reidy reported that the exterior of the library was being completely refurbished, including painting and landscaping.  The original painting for the children’s area, funded by the HHNA, was also in the process of being done.  Ms. Reidy also announced that the library plans to hold a “Family Night” one Tuesday evening a month to draw families into the library with special events.  Upcoming Family Nights are November 17th (“The Homework Whisperer”) and December 15th (“Flights of Fancy” story theatre). Belinda suggests the board would like to support Family Night and asked for event ideas from residents.

Mitch Aiken delivered the Treasurer’s Report.  Home Tour and Filming revenues were down this year due to the downturn in the economy.  The big expense for the year was the cost of the new banners with the new HHNA logo that will last us for years to come.  HHNA posted a deficit of $2,203 for the year to date, and maintains a balance of $22,600.  Ken Dawson moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Greg Harrison seconded, and the Report was approved.

On November 12th, there will be a General Meeting to elect HHNA board positions for the coming year, including President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Veronica Boone, Greg Harrison and Clint Palmer are on the Nominating Committee.  Greg asked for nominations from the community- you can nominate yourself- and said that they are open to creating new positions to tackle various projects.

The Emergency Preparedness program, P.E.R.T., has been incorporated into the Neighborhood Watch program. Neighborhood Watch Chair Diane Grohulski made an appeal for Group Leaders who essentially function as block captains.  A Group Leader’s role is to know everyone on their block, and to facilitate safety for their block, be it assistance in the event of an emergency or simple crime prevention. It is essentially a way for neighbors to watch out for each other.  We currently have about a dozen Group Leaders but could use twice that amount.

Belinda then discussed the roles various HHNA Committees perform, including the Landmark Sign, Film Liaison, Triangle Clean Up, Welcome, Historic Preservation, Home Tour, and Neighborhood Communications Committees.

Bridgid Fennell and Liz Berner of the Historic Preservation Committee are happy to facilitate the renovation approval process for anyone within the district.  If anyone has any plans to do any renovation to their property, Pasadena Permitting and Planning is extremely helpful.  In addition to standard city building permits, construction projects within a landmark district such as ours require a Certificate of Appropriateness before a building permit can be issued.  One can visit the HHNA website for more info.

The 2010 Home Tour is targeting homes on Avocado Terrace, and Woodbury between Holliston and Hill.  They are trying to keep it to homes within a two block radius to make it easy for people to walk between the homes.

Greg Harrison then gave a slide show presentation on the new proposed HNNA Charter presented initially at the June 24th, 2009 General Meeting.  The most significant amendments to the Charter are 1) the Association will not charge any dues to its members and 2) the minimum number of General Meetings will be reduced from three to two per year.  After explaining how the Charter amendments came to be and the reasoning behind them, and asking those in attendance if they had any questions or concerns, Greg moved to vote on the Charter, Ken Dawson seconded, and Charter passed.

Diane Grohulski then moved to approve the minutes of the June 24th, 2009 General Meeting as submitted, Veronica Boone seconded, and the minutes were approved.

At 7:25, the meeting adjourned.

Minutes recorded by Brian Tessier
