Historic Highlands Neighborhood Association Board Meeting

February 23, 2009 7:00 PM

Members Present

Belinda Jacobs, Mitch Aiken, Clint Palmer, Heidi Rous, Greg Harrison, Veronica Boone, Jama Meyer, Bridgid Fennell, Ginger Loesch, Diane Grohulski, Linda Lake, Brian Tessier.

Belinda Jacobs called the meeting to order and conducted the meeting. 

Approval of Nov 22, 2008 Minutes- Two slight changes to minutes- Veronica requested that the words “as well as” be added to the third sentence of the Treasurer’s Report between “ad revenues” and “landmark signs.” Jama requested that the Neighborhood Communications Report state that the website will be updated and that postcards will be put out.  Ginger moved to approve the minutes with these amendments, Veronica seconded, and the minutes passed.

Treasurers Report- Mitch Aiken

From 2008, sign costs are the only outstanding expense.  Since there were 7 houses on the home tour, the costs were $250 more than anticipated, so the 2008 Net Home Tour Revenue is $5,432.  Neighborhood received $1,000 more for filming since last meeting, to bring the filming total for 2008 to $5,800.  Combining the Home Tour and Filming revenues for 2008 brings our income to $11,232.  The only changes to expenditures since our last meeting are postcard and thank you present costs for those that submitted sign designs.  Heidi will be distributing these thank yous shortly.  With 2008 costs totaling $4839, the Association  netted $6,393 for the year.

The Proposed 2009 Home Tour budget is $11,835.  We need to investigate bracelet and and sticky mat inventories to see if these items need to be re-ordered.  Heidi asked if we need to order new signs advertising the home tour with our new logo on light standards.  Costs would be allocated on Capital Investments and not on Home Tour Budget.  There would be an annual expense to hang these signs.  Veronica suggested we research and buy landmark district signs and home tour signs at the same time to get a bulk deal.  Consensus was reached that Landmark District Committee will look into costs and take out of income, so the cost of signs would not be allocated as part of Home Tour budget.  Home Tour signs expected to last 10 years.  Greg moved to approve Treasurer’s Report, Heidi seconded, and Report passes.  Bridgid moved to approve Home Tour Budget, Greg seconded, and the Budget passes.

Historic Commission Report- Bridgid Fennell

Bridgid makes board aware of Mills Act, where commercial and private property owners within landmark districts can apply for a 75% reduction of their property taxes for work done in the past six months and going forward that restores and/or preserves their property.  Applications will be accepted until May 4th.  There will be 20-25 Mills Act Participants.  Pasadena makes up the difference- they have limited funds allocated for “tax forgiveness” in their budget.  The spirit is of property rejuvenation, and not just for aesthetics but for functionality as well. Greg asks if we need to place info on website to inform neighborhood so people can take advantage of Mills Act, and Bridgid suggests doing an email blast within District Two.

Bridgid reports on changes to house on Michigan and Elizabeth.  Bay window was approved but some changes needed to be made.  Roofing was approved but has not been done yet.  The services of a restoration architect have been offered by city free of charge.  This architect is advising changes to house on Mar Vista.  1203 Elizabeth has new redwood fence.  969 Topeka had a lot of work approved (roof, fence, addition, garage door, etc.).  1525 Mar Vista is removing non-original windows and replacing within original openings.

Greg makes board aware that Pasadena Neighborhood Coalition, a lobby entity to the city, has monthly meetings with representatives from all neighborhoods of city.  

The Historic Preservation Commission is accepting nominations for restoration awards in May.  They are accepting deadlines until March 16th.  A brief application with 10 photos is needed.  Bridgid thinking of nominating her own home, Veronica wants to nominate Bruce Berkey’s house on 1415 Michigan Ave.  Felicia Murphy and Peter Boyle residences also are good candidates.  Anyone with a candidate should funnel info to Bridgid or Margaret.  

Kim Kinney, a member of the Altadena Hist. Society/Committee is a good candidate to spearhead the Altadena side of landmark district.  Bridgid will call her at 626 797-0054.

Home Tour

First meeting is Thurs. night at 7:00.  Barbara Sedano to help with co-chair volunteers.  Vivian Woo, the Labor Day event organizer, will help committee.  Still looking for volunteers.  Three houses on Howard have already said yes to being on tour. Tour may extend to Catalina and Mar Vista.  We are already half-way there to target of 6 homes.  Revenues from tour expected to go down this year.  Real estate ads expected to decrease in home tour guide because of economic downturn.  Payment for three ads from last year’s guide are still outstanding.

Film Liaison- Linda Lake

One commercial for Verizon on Topeka netted $300.

Emergency Preparedness-Greg Harrison

Nothing to report.

Neighborhood Communications- Jama Meyer

Jama to update website.  A lot of people in neighborhood still do not have email so canceling newsletter in favor of mass email blast may be problematic.  Decision on this is tabled until next meeting.

Triangle Project- Clint Palmer

Nothing to report.

NEW BUSINESS

Board welcomes Diane Grohulski who has accepted position as new Neighborhood Watch Chair.  We want one person to captain every block within district.  City will take care of some of the sign costs.  Belinda to share info from previous Chair.  Anita Butler is still our Service Rep from Pasadena Police Dept.  There is a block captain list on Landmark District website with contact info.

We do not have an Education Committee Chair.  Heidi says we have a request by Steve Cole, Longfellow PTA President, to meet with us.

Pasadena Marathon is set for Sunday, March 22nd.  Volunteers are needed to monitor water station at Hill and Washington.  Notice will be placed on website, and possibly on email blast.

Margaret is asking city manager what can be done with the post office building that will be closed.  Greg states that some use is needed to prevent shady characters and couch dumping from blighting building.

Owners of 1648 Mar Vista have asked for donation from district to put in a large tree.  City is willing to put in a small tree but a larger tree costs $1,000.  Linda stated that we do not want to set precedent for this.  Smaller trees grow faster than larger ones, and after three years, both trees will be the same size and smaller trees survive transplant better.

We need to work with city- in the past, city provided trees, we provided labor to plant them.  Lifespan of Camphor trees is 70 years- we do not want all of the trees in front of homes to die out as same time.  Veronica says we need tree committee to go to city and coordinate a weekend to remove diseased trees and plant new ones.  Oak trees can only be pruned and trimmed in June.  Consensus was reached that 1) Margaret needs to be informed to coordinate with city. 2) volunteers are needed, and subcommittee will be established to address trees in district 3) District will not give any money for larger tree at 1648 Mar Vista- Belinda will write letter telling them we cannot give any funds but that we are forming a subcommittee for trees.

Suggestion was made that we get tree care expert to come out to home tour to give seminar on tree care.  The city has a tree care specialist.  Diane also suggested we get someone from Water Wise to give seminar on dry gardens.  We could expand and emphasize this green bent of the home tour and have someone give info on home energy house audits, energy saving light bulbs, solar energy, etc.

HHNA received request for donation to California Police Chief’s Association.  The Pasadena Police Dept. is hosting the association’s annual training symposium in two weeks.  Board voted to pass as this is not directly related to neighborhood, and their letter sounds like the association is a lobby group for public safety legislation.  Belinda to write letter of declination.

Heidi finished Pasadena Neighborhood Leadership Training Program.  There is a need for After School Programs, Field Space, and volunteers to read to kids at Longfellow.

Update of HHNA Charter tabled until next meeting.  Boardmembers to review Charter from 1996 in meantime.

Meeting adjourns at 8:50.

